
Walddörfer-Gymnasium 

Digital Learning  

Walddörfer-Gymnasium (High School) strongly believes in 

empowering all its students to take responsibility for their own 

learning, and to that end has made this a cornerstone of the 

school’s mission statement. 

Digital literacy - knowledge of the benefits and risks of new 

media - especially, in relation to a students’ own learning 

- is promoted by the concept-based, goal-oriented use of 

the itslearning platform. The end goal: self-determined 

participation in the digital world. 

To ensure that everyone got onboard, Walddörfer-Gymnasium 

only implemented its 3-year ‘Digital Learning’ concept - 

complete with execution measures, performance targets and 

success gauge indicators following extensive discussions and 

agreement with state authorities, teachers, parents and, most 

importantly, students. 

Overview

• Walddörfer-Gymnasium, founded in 

1930, is a high school in Hamburg

• Their challenge was to equip students 

with the knowledge and digital 

competency to safely navigate online 

and social media

• The school is using itslearning as 

the platform for its Digital Learning 

curriculum
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““To accomplish the huge task of 
effectively implementing a digital 
learning platform, we need to 
get all participants onboard the 
development process.”

Izabela Czarnojan 

Coordinator, 
Media Education and IT
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“Students are proving to be important experts in improving teaching. Our students 
work closely with their teachers to learn the dynamics of itslearning and the wide 

range of tasks it can perform to optimize usage in the classrooms.”   
Izabela  Czarnojan, 

Coordinator, Media Education and IT 

Schoolwide learning platform 
What Walddörfer-Gymnasium wanted was a custom 

learning platform as a common point of reference for 

lessons, teaching and learning and the broad support of 

dialogical learning processes. The school has thus made 

“Digital Learning” a development topic for everyone, but 

with each teacher individually determining his or her 

specific point of entry. The itslearning platform is being 

used by all teachers and students right from the outset. 

“In the process of changing and improving teaching, the 

students themselves are proving to be important experts. 

Our students work closely with their teachers to learn 

the dynamics of itslearning and the wide range of tasks it 

can perform to optimize usage in classrooms,” said Izabela 

Czarnojan, Coordinator for Media Education and IT.

Study time for independent learning 
She says the school dedicated much time and effort to 

ensuring that they had the right system in place through 

training and, creating the right type of infrastructure for 

effective exchange of materials for lesson preparation. A 

didactic concept and realistic process plan were 

developed in a separate concept group.

At Walddörfer-Gymnasium, every student gets a 

60-minute self-study period each day. They use this time 

to work on their tasks and assignments, while learning to 

manage their time schedules. They have a free choice of 

space and work in multi-year learning groups on 

their assigned tasks for 4 weeks. Their results are then 

incorporated into the classroom during evaluation week. 

itslearning makes it easy for teachers to stay in touch 

with students and offer them encouragement through 

a variety of tools - the AV tool (to send audio and video 

feedback and tips), personal and mass messaging or 

direct input in their individual assignment sheets. At any 

time, students can contact either their own teachers or

other subject teachers to ask questions and get input on 

their assignments. Communication is via the itslearning 

app rather than through social media.

Students of all levels are encouraged to form learning and 

working groups amongst themselves, not just with their 

peers but also with seniors and juniors at the school. They 

can also collaborate with students from a partner school 

in Norway through the itslearning platform.

In addition to the development of digital media 

competence, the school developed a methodology to 

sensitively and meaningfully discuss online dangers, such 

as  cyberbullying. This counseling was done alongside 

independent learning using the itslearning platform and 

classroom discussions. 

Teachers soon discovered that it was possible to achieve 

significant benefits by consistently using the learning 

platform in coursework. Students also gained confidence 

by taking charge of their own learning and collaborating 

with their peers and teachers. 

Integration of digital learning into all 
subjects
Once the foundation had been laid, then further skillsets 

are added based on the curriculum. The focus is not just to 

teach students about digital tools, but also how to actively 

participate in a safe way in the digital world. Students 

learn about  problem areas such as cyberbullying, online 

addiction and dangers presented by social media and fake 

news. 

These initial basics are consolidated into the lessons by 

tasks set digitally in the itslearning platform and included 

in the subject learning process. 

In this way, digital learning is not an additional point 

of learning,  but is integrated into the teaching aspect, 

and linked with independent learning at Walddörfer-

Gymnasium. 
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